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SCHOOL OF LAW
 
Western New England University, in Springfield, Massachusetts, has its 
origins in the Springfield division of Northeastern University founded in 1919. 
The University, which became independent in 1951, is composed of Schools of 
Law, Business, Engineering, and Arts & Sciences. The School of Law inaugurated 
a full-time program in 1973.  Five years later, the School of Law was fully approved 
by the American Bar Association, and shortly thereafter, moved to new quarters 
in the S. Prestley Blake Law Center.  In 1981, the School of Law was elected to 
membership in the Association of American Law Schools. 
The only law school in the Commonwealth outside of the Boston area, the 
School of Law offers a three-year course of study for 387 full-time students and a 
four-year course of study for 138 part-time students leading to the JD degree. The 
School of Law also offers a part-time course of study for 84 students leading to an 
LLM in Estate Planning and Elder Law. 
A dedicated faculty is committed to teaching not only the literature of the law 
but also the practice of law.  The Western New England University School of Law 
Library, the only academic law library in Western Massachusetts, has a collection 
of approximately 400,000 volumes. 
Information concerning admission to Western New England University 
School of Law can be obtained by contacting the Director of Admissions, School 
of Law, Western New England University, Springfield, Massachusetts 01119, (413) 
782-1406. 
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